
 

 

URGENT APPEAL 
FAO’s role in the Typhoon Haiyan Action Plan 

(November 2013 – May 2014) 

FAO URGENT FUNDING REQUIREMENTS: USD 24 MILLION  

www.fao.org/emergencies Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

 The FAO project proposal within the Typhoon Haiyan Action Plan is available at: http://ops.unocha.org/.  

PHI-13/A/61319/123 
Emergency response to restore the rural livelihoods of typhoon-
affected households in Regions IV-B, V, VI, VII, VIII and IX 

USD 24 048 200 

 

 

FAO SEEKS USD 24 MILLION  

Critical inputs (seeds, fertilizer, etc.) must be provided by December so farmers can plant in the upcoming 
season. Under the Action Plan, FAO seeks USD 24 048 200 to assist 250 000 families through:  
     

 providing inputs – including certified rice and maize seeds, vegetable seeds, agricultural tools, fertilizers, post-harvest 
facilities, small irrigation facilities, and support for fishing and fish farming communities; and  

 supporting the Government in damage assessment, data collection and food security and livelihoods analysis; and  

 cash-for-work activities.  

 On 8 November, Typhoon Haiyan (locally known as Yolanda) hit 
the Philippines. 

 With wind speeds of 235 km/h and storm surges up to 6 m high, 
the typhoon is one of the most powerful ever recorded. 

 673 000 people are displaced and thousands are dead or missing. 

 Homes and vital infrastructure have been destroyed. 

 An estimated 11.3 million people are affected – over 10 percent of 
the country’s population.  

 Under the Typhoon Haiyan Action Plan, USD 301 million is 
urgently sought to help affected people over the next six months. 

CHALLENGES FACING AGRICULTURE AND LIVELIHOODS 

The worst hit areas are prime agricultural areas, with Regions VI, VII and VIII accounting for almost one-quarter of the country’s 
2012 rice harvest. Concerns have been raised that storage facilities have been damaged, along with the vital food stocks they 
contained, particularly as the typhoon hit shortly after the last rice harvest. Hundreds of thousands of hectares of rice are estimated 
to be lost and damage to rural infrastructure is widespread. Fishing communities and fish farmers have been badly hit by the storm, 
which has left many with no means to live. (Read more on our dedicated Web site.) 

Saving livelihoods saves lives 

Most of the 11.3 million people affected rely on agriculture (mainly crop, livestock and fisheries activities) for their livelihood. With 
the next rice planting season already underway, affected farmers urgently need support to quickly resume planting and avoid 
a lost season. The provision of vegetable seeds would help affected families bridge the gap between harvesting their main crops. 
Cash-for-work activities will address two critical needs of rural communities: providing families with an immediate source of 
income, and rehabilitating agricultural infrastructure. The typhoon disrupted, and even wiped out, livelihoods in areas already 
facing higher poverty and malnutrition rates than the rest of the country. Without immediate livelihood assistance, many affected 
people are at risk of further deprivation, left without the means to produce or even buy the food they need to survive.  

At least 1 million farmers and 
fishers affected 
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